Reflections: October 28, 2009

Shandi and I put together a lesson using shapes to make Halloween creatures or objects.  We had cut out a variety of shapes out of construction paper and had pictures of different Halloween images including a cat, bat, owl, and pumpkin.  Students were given a black background to glue the shapes onto.  This was a center so we did it six times for groups of about five students.  The students were a mix of preschool and kindergarten.


We took turns giving directions to the groups.  I was impressed with how smoothly it went with each group.  Students were quick to identify the creatures and the shapes they could see in the picture and they were engaged as they created their own image using the shapes.  Some groups were quite quiet because they were so focused.  


This was a great way to review shapes with the students.  I also noticed some other interesting things during the craft.  One little girl was grabbing rectangles and holding them up to another one to measure it.  She eventually found one that was the same length as the first one she had selected.  Measuring wasn’t one of our objectives but it is definitely in the curriculum.  


It was interesting to see all the different levels students were at.  Some students’ creations were detailed and accurate, while others were abstract and simple.  One boy piled a whole bunch of shapes onto his picture and claimed it was a transformer. 


I could tell that the students enjoyed this activity because of how engaged they were.  One preschooler came into the class shouting out words and pointing to things.  He was all over the place and instantly started grabbing things when he sat down.  However, after we had given the directions I helped him get started was amazed with how focused and calm he became.  


This lesson worked really well and I would definitely use it again.  There isn’t much I would change.  It would be nice to laminate the Halloween pictures I had printed out so they don’t get wrecked.  It wasn’t very expensive, didn’t take much time preparing or cleaning up, and was an effective way to reach our stated objectives.  
